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Hardly could the voice of the Moderator be heard 
above the continued applause that had erupted and 
had now filled the hallowed halls of the Grace 
Temple SDA Church in Ft Worth, Texas.  “Ladies 
and gentlemen, thank you, thank you,” he 
continued.  “Ladies and gentlemen we have a tied 
game,” and the applause of the audience again 
exploded; but this time with a new crescendo.   

South Atlantic’s Junior Youth team with Coordinators D. Wayne Davidson, 
and Alicia Butler; Team Coach: Joaan Allen; players Julena and Andera 
Allen, Alexis Hall and Antonio Allen along with Pastor Claude Harris, 
BAYDA Chairperson and Pastor Stephen Brooks, SAC Youth Ministries  
Director 
 

As the audience returned to a degree of calmness, 
the Moderator, P. Deni Davidson from South 
Atlantic began to explain the rules for breaking the 
tie.  “We will need to play a one minute lightening 
round and the team that advances at that time will 
be declared the champions.”  With the game 
officials at the ready the questions were read in 
quick succession and at the end of the allotted 
period, South Atlantic sealed their comeback over 
Ontario to capture the 2008 National Bible Bowl 
XXVI Junior Youth championship! 
 

Down by seventy points at the half, it was no easy 
feat for the South Atlantic junior team to execute; 
but, by no means was this, the sole execution of the 
team.   It was Coach Joaan Allen who realized that 
her team was not playing at their best and made a 
placement switch with two of her players; moving 
Team Captain Andrea Allen to the inside and 
Antonio Allen to the outside.  This began a steady 
climb for South Atlantic and when the game ending 
buzzer sounded, they had executed a comeback 
from a 105-30 deficit at the half, to a 165-165 game 
ending explosion!  The rest is now history as at the 
end of the one minute lightening round it was South 
Atlantic 205 and Ontario 185. 

As the minutes of the weekend slowly gave way to 
hours and hours to days, it could easily be 
understood why everything in Texas is large.  Not 
only is this the largest state in the contiguous United 
States; but, we were in one of the largest SDA 
churches in the Fort Worth area where the hearts of 
the members were indeed the largest that we have 
had contact with in the playing of the National 
Bible Bowl games to the extent that our official 
photographer for the afternoon was none other than 
Pastor Billy Wright, President of the Southwest 
Regional Conference. Being a former Youth 
Ministries Director, Pastor Wright was right at 
home rubbing shoulders with the players and 
identifying himself as one with them. 
 

The Senior Youths were next up to play and behind 
the mike could be heard the distinct voice of Pastor 
Lawrence Brown of the Northeastern Conference 
bringing the audience back to a state of readiness 
for this game.  Though both teams had their share of 
well seasoned veteran players, it was South Atlantic 
that maintained a steady lead over Southeastern 
even until the final buzzer sounded to end the game. 

South Atlantic’s Senior Youth team with Coordinator D. Wayne Davidson, 
Titus Wongk, Andrew Ashley, Team Coach: Nina Ashley;  Nicole Wongk, 
Jeremy and Andrew Ashley, along with Pastor Claude Harris, Chairperson of 
BAYDA, Pastor Stephen Brooks, SAC Youth Ministries Director and Alicia 
Butler SAC Coordinator 
 

All in all the weekend was well planned by the 
Southwest Regional Conference Bible Bowl 
contingency along with members of the National 
Bible Bowl Coordinators Association and the Black 
Adventist Youth Directors Association.  From 
across North America and Canada, some thirty-two 
teams had converged on this cow town of Fort 
Worth to vie for the coveted spot of being the 
National Bible Bowl XXVI champs.  The 2nd 
Runner-Ups in each division were Junior Youth - 
Greater New York, Senior Youth – Greater New 
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York, Young Adult – Southeastern and Adult – 
Ontario. 
 

 2008 National Bible Bowl XXVI general audience at Grace Temple SDA 
Church, Fort Worth, Texas 
 

The Young Adult final brought Northeastern and 
the host conference, Southwest Region together 
with Pastor Garnet Morris of Northeastern as 
Moderator.  With Northeastern not having remained 
behind for the weekend and Southwest Region 
having done so once, the championship was in sight 
for Northeastern to claim; however, Southwest 
Region was just not ready to relinquish their hopes 
as yet and demonstrated such as they forced 
Northeastern to remain behind and parlay for yet 
another game. 

Northeastern’s Young Adult team along with Pastors Trevor Baker, NEC 
President, Nigel Lewis, Youth Min. Dir., Stephen Brooks, SAC Youth 
Ministries Dir, Claude Harris, BAYDA Chairperson, Coordinator Deanna 
Lambert and Ebenezer Agboka .NEC Treasurer.  Players: Dwayne Morgan, 
Claudia Brown, Renaldo Farrell, Edson Murray and Team Coach: Matthew 
Lambert 
 

It was Rachael Mack of South Central who then 
stepped up to the mike to moderate the final, final 
game of the Young Adult division and although 
they gave it their all, this impressive two person 
team from Southwest Region eventually gave way 

and graciously allowed Northeastern to be declared 
the 2008 National Bible Bowl XXVI Young Adult 
Champions. 
 

 In 1979 Pastor Trevor Baker, Youth Ministry 
Director of the Northeastern Conference desiring a 
means whereby to lift the spiritually of the members 
of the Youth Societies within the conference and 
through the impress of the Holy Spirit designed and 
created the Bible Bowl games as a means to that 
end.  It was therefore not unusual to see him, 
although now president of the same conference, step 
behind the mike to moderate the final game for the 
Adult division. 
 

Northeastern’s Adult team with Pastors Trevor Baker, NEC President, Nigel 
Lewis, Youth Min. Dir., Stephen Brooks, SAC Youth Min Dir., Claude 
Harris, BAYDA Chairperson, Coordinator Deanna Lambert, Pastors 
Lawrence Brown NEC Sabbath School Dir and Ebenezer Agboka, NEC 
Treasurer. Team players: Shari Brown, Norris Pindling (Coach), Denise 
Cameron, Naomi Nedd, Mario Cameron and Troy Torrington 
 

Though they were at this moment playing on 
separate teams, the players behind these buzzers had 
become friends.  Some have even studied together 
with other players from different conferences and 
have shared their knowledge of the Word with 
them.  After all this is Bible Bowl, a unique 
ministry designed to encourage youth and young 
adult back into the study of God’s Word.  And 
whether or not it is evident to those looking on, 
each player is a “champion in the Word” and as 
such no one looses. 
 

Demonstrating that they had much love in their 
hearts, South Atlantic gave way to allow 
Northeastern to claim the 2008 National Bible Bowl 
XXVI championship, which brought the spirit filled 
weekend to a climactic close.  Praise God for what 
this ministry has wrought! Praise God for those 
whose lives have been changed because of the 
reading and the keeping of His Word!  Come join us 
in Atlanta as the 2009 National Bible Bowl XXVII 
takes us all a step higher. 
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