Championsin the Word

Hardly could the voice of the Moderatorbe heard
abovethe continuedapplausehat had eruptedand
had now filled the hallowed halls of the Grace
Temple SDA Churchin Ft Worth, Texas. “Ladies
and gentlemen, thank you, thank you,” he
continued. “Ladiesand gentlemenwe havea tied
game” and the applauseof the audienceagain
explodedbutthistime with anewcrescendo.
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South Atlantic's Junior Youth teamwith CoordinatorsD. Wayne Davidson,
and Alicia Butler; Team Coach: JoaanAllen; playersJulenaand Andera
Allen, Alexis Hall and Antonio Allen along with Pastor Claude Harris,
BAYDA Chairpersonand Pastor Steghen Brooks, SAC Youth Ministries
Director

As the audiencereturnedto a degreeof calmness,
the Moderator, P. Deni Davidson from South
Atlantic beganto explainthe rulesfor breakingthe
tie. “We will needto play a one minute lightening
round and the teamthat advancesat that time will
be declared the champions.” With the game
officials at the ready the questionswere read in
quick successin and at the end of the allotted
period, South Atlantic sealedtheir comebackover
Ontario to capturethe 2008 National Bible Bowl
XXVI Junior Youth championship!

Down by seventypoints at the half, it wasno easy
feat for the South Atlantic junior teamto execute;
but, by no meanswasthis, the soleexecutionof the

team. It wasCoachJoan Allen who realizedthat

her teamwas not playing at their bestand madea

placementswitch with two of her playes; moving

Team Captain Andrea Allen to the inside ard

Antonio Allen to the outside. This begana steady
climb for SouthAtlantic andwhenthe gameending

buzzer sounded,they had executeda comeback
from a 10530 deficit at the half, to a 165165 game
endingexplosion The restis now history asat the

ernd of the oneminutelighteningroundit wasSouth
Atlantic 205andOntario185.

As the minutesof the weekendslowly gaveway to

hours and hours to days, it could easily be
understoodwhy everythingin Texasis large. Not
only is thisthelargeststatein the contiguoudJnited
States;but, we were in one of the largest SDA
churchesn the Fort Worth areawherethe heartsof

the memberswere indeedthe largestthat we have
had contact with in the playing of the National
Bible Bowl gamesto the extent that our official

photographefor the afternoonwasnoneotherthan
Pastor Billy Wright, Presidentof the Southwest
Regional Conference. Being a former Youth

Ministries Director, Pastor Wright was right at
home rubbing shoulders with the players and
identifying himselfasonewith them.

The SeniorYouthswerenextup to play andbehind
the mike could be heardthe distinct voice of Pastor
Lawrence Brown of the NortheasternConference
bringing the audienceback to a stateof readiness
for this game. Thoughbothteans hadtheir shareof
well seasonedeteranplayers,it wasSouthAtlantic
that maintaineda steadylead over Southeastern
evenuntil thefinal buzzersoundedo endthegame.

SouthAtlantic’s SeniorYouth teamwith CoordinatoD. WayneDavidson,
Titus Wongk,AndrewAshley,TeamCoach:Nina Ashley, Nicole Wongk,
JeemyandAndrewAshley,alongwith PastorClaudeHarris, Chairpersorof
BAYDA, PastorStepherBrooks,SAC Youth Ministries DirectorandAlicia
Butler SAC Coordinator

All in all the weekendwas well plannedby the
Southwest Regional Conference Bible Bowl
contingencyalong with membersof the National
Bible Bowl CoordinatorsAssociationandthe Black
Adventist Youth Directors Association. From
acrossNorth Americaand Canadasomethirty-two
teams had convergedon this cow town of Fort
Worth to vie for the coveted spot of being the
National Bible Bowl XXVI champs. The 2™
RunnefrUps in eachdivision were Junior Youth -
GreaterNew York, Senior Youth — GreaterNew
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York, Young Adult — Southeasterrand Adult —
Ontario.

2008 National Bible Bowl XXVI generalaudienceat Grace Temple SDA
Church,Fort Worth, Texas

The Young Adult final brought Northeastem and
the host conference,SouthwestRegion together
with Pastor Garnet Morris of Northeasternas
Moderator. With Northeastermot having remained
behind for the weekend and SouthwestRegion
havingdoneso once, the championshipvasin sight
for Northeasternto claim; however, Southwest
Regionwasjust not readyto relinquishtheir hopes
as yet and demonstrated such as they forced
Northeasternto remain behind and parlay for yet
anothergame.

Northeastern’sYoung Adult team along with Pastos Trevor Baker, NEC

President, Nigel Lewis, Youth Min. Dir., StephenBrooks, SAC Youth

Ministries Dir, Claude Harris, BAYDA Chaiperson Coordinator Deanna
Lambertand EbenezerAghoka .NEC Treasurer. Players:DwayneMorgan,

ClaudiaBrown, RenaldoFarrel| EdsonMurray and Team Coach:Matthew
Lambert

It was RachaelMack of South Central who then
steppedup to the mike to moderatethe final, final
game of the Young Adult division and although

they gaw it their all, this impressivetwo person
teamfrom SouthwestRegioneventuallygave way

and graciouslyallowed Northeasterrio be declared
the 2008 National Bible Bowl XXVI Young Adult
Champions

In 1979 Pestor Trevor Baker, Youth Ministry

Director of the NortheasterrConferencedesiringa

meanswherebyto lift the spiritually of the members
of the Youth Sccieties within the conferenceand
throughtheimpressof the Holy Spirit designedand

createdthe Bible Bowl gamesas a meansto that
end It was therefore not unusualto see him,

althoughnow presidenf the sameconferencestep
behindthe mike to moderatethe final gamefor the

Adult division.

Northeastern’sAdult teamwith PastorsTrevor Baker, NEC President,Nigel
Lewis, Youth Min. Dir., StephenBrooks, SAC Youth Min Dir., Claude
Harris, BAYDA Chaimperson, Coordinator Deanna Lamberf Pastors
Lawrence Brown NEC SabbathSchool Dir and EbenezerAgboka NEC
Treasirer. Team players Shari Brown, Norris Pindling (Coach), Denise
CameronNaomiNedd,Mario CamerorandTroy Torrington

Though they were at this moment playing on
separatéeamsthe playersbehindthesebuzzershad
becomefriends. Somehaveevenstudial together
with other playersfrom different conferencesand
have sharedtheir knowledge of the Word with
them. After all this is Bible Bowl, a unique
ministry designedto encourageyouth and young
adult back into the study of God’'s Word. And
whetheror not it is evidentto thoselooking on,
eachplayeris a “championin the Word” and as
suchnoonelooses.

Demonstratingthat they had much love in their
hearts, South Atlantic gave way to allow
Northeasterno claim the 2008 NationalBible Bowl
XXVI champonship,which broughtthe spirit filled
weekendto a climactic close. PraiseGod for what
this ministry has wrought! Praise God for those
whose lives have been changedbecauseof the
readingandthe keepingof His Wordl Comejoin us
in Atlanta asthe 2009 National Bible Bowl XXVII

takesusall astephigher
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